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My name is Suzy Friedman and Tam a Stalf Scientist at the Center tor Conservation
Incentives at Environmental Defense. | work on agriculture consersation prajects with
Lrmers and other partners in Virginia and o number of other states. as well as on Farm
Bill policy, Environmental Detense is a leading national nonprofit orcanization,
representing more than 400,000 members. Since 1967, Environmental Detfense has
linked scienee. ceonomics, law and imnovalive private-sector partnerships to create
breakthrouph solutions to the most seriods environmental problems. It has a long history
ol working on farm policy reform mcluding the expansion and retorm ol USDA
conscrvation programs in the 2002 Furm Bill,

America’s tarm policies could do much maore (o help our farmers stay on the [and —and
do much more to help the environment. |

[ no surprise that private landowners dramatically impact the air we breathe, the quality
ol America’s rivers, lakes and bays. or the fate of the nation™s wildlite, Farmers produce
much more than feod and tiber — they also produce clean water. clean air, habitat tor
wildlife, and scrve as the [rontline against sprawl,

‘The simiple fact of the matter is that farmers. rinchers and private foresiers manage more
than halt the Amerncan landscape. Unless e reward these landowners when they take
steps to help the envivonment. we can’t possibly hope to meet some of our nation’s maost
pressing envirommental challenges.

Fortunately. Farmers, ranchers and private torest landowners all over America are anxious
o help, o= - -

Unlartunately. more than 100,000 tarmers are tumeéd away every yvear when they ask the
LS. Department of Agriculiure to share the cost of environmental improvements.
Overalll three-out-four farmers seeking stewardship ieentives Trom USTA are turned
anay. For exumple. larmers offering o permanently proteet tarmland through the Farm
and.Ranchland Protection Program face a $100 mitlion backlog nutionally.

erg in Virginia. the backlog in 2004 for the EQIP program totaled $17.6 million, and the
hacklog for the Grasslands Reserve Program (otaled $1.4 million. USDA conservation
programs are vital to Virginia’s farmers and communitics. and are especially important two
those in the Shenandoah Valley. under great pressure to meet water qualits goals rélated
to the Chesapeake Bay.

CUhisAs o big probiem — for farmers. tor our rurad communities. and for the environment.

Fhat™s why we need vour help ilwe e going o convinee Congress (o double iunding tor
conservation programs like EQIP. FRIPP. CREP. and many others when Cangress
reauthorizes federal farm programs i 2007,

Deoubling conservation funding in the next Farm Bl will deo much more Ui help the
CHVIFONMICHE. ‘



Daubling conservation funding will also help many more faroters stay an the land.
That™s becaunse all Tarmers., ranchers und private foresters — regardless ol what they grow
ar where they Live-- are eligible for USDA conseryation pavments,

By contrast, only one-third of America™s larmers grow row erops that are eligible for
traditional income subsidies that get so much attention in the press. And. most ol those
subsidized farmers are concentrated in a handful of stawes,

s become inereasingly clear current our subsidy svatem — which costs more than $20
bitlion in some vears — is not doing encugh o help most of Ameriea’s farmers. Despite
spending more than $10U hillion between 1997 and 2002, we lost about 87.000 furms.
Une reason is that subsidics that driive up the cost of renting land are driving some
farmers outl of business. Lo

That's why we're working with agricultural econamists, tarmers and trade exports to
develop a new sulety net that helps many more farmers weather the financial ups and
downs of agriculture, that aren’t tied o how much you produce, and that will comply
with cur trade agreements and that will pave the way for new treaties that open overscas
markets to our farm products. '

A new smarter safety net. combined with inereised conservation lunding and expanded
mcentives o create new markets al home and abroad, will help muany more farmers stay
on the land. will help the eovironment, help farmers avoid new regulations. and will
rejuvenate our rural communities.

The time is ripe tor reform.

Many trends — discontent with our furm subsidies at home and abroad. rnising deficils.
erowing demand lor healthy food. increasing. regulalory pressures -- make farm policy
relorm not enly possible bul inevitable.

Whut's elear is that we must do more to help our farmers — to help them stay profitable.
and to kelp them when they offer to help the environment.

[ ook lforward to working with you.
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